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Chapter 1

Executive Summary

Key Takeaways
• MarketGrowthTrajectory: Global solar cellmarket valuedat $17.1B in 2024 is projected to reach$106.8Bby
2034 (20.1% CAGR), driven by government incentives and building-integrated photovoltaics demand, rep-
resenting amassive commercial opportunity.

• Perovskite Technology Breakthrough: Recent innovations have solved critical stability issues with perovskite
cells now maintaining 97% efficiency after 3,670 hours of operation, removing the primary barrier to com-
mercialization of this high-efficiency, low-cost alternative to silicon.

• Tandem Cell Economics: Silicon-perovskite tandem cells have achieved 34.6% efficiency (approaching the-
oretical maximum of 43%), substantially outperforming traditional solar technologies and potentially revo-
lutionizing the economics of solar energy production.

• Strategic Government Support: Japan’s $1.5B commitment to commercialize perovskite cells and similar
initiatives in EU and India are creating regional competitive advantages and accelerating market develop-
ment, with implications for global supply chains.

• Emerging Application Markets: Novel form factors like spray-on solar cells ($1.5B to $7.1B by 2034) and
transparent solar technologies are creating entirely newmarket segments beyond traditional solar panels,
particularly in building integration and consumer electronics.

• Competitive Landscape Shift: Chinese manufacturers are advancing rapidly in perovskite technology while
strategic partnerships between research institutions and commercial entities are emerging as key success
factors, requiring companies to reconsider competitive positioning.

Market Overview and Key Findings
The global solar cell market is experiencing significant technological evolution andmarket growth, with perovskite solar
cells emerging as a transformative technology poised to reshape the industry landscape. Current market valuation
stands at USD 17.1 billion in 2024 with projections to reach USD 106.8 billion by 2034, growing at a CAGR of 20.1%. This
growth is driven by increasing government policy incentives, regulatory mandates, and growing demand for
building-integrated photovoltaics. Technological advancements in materials science, particularly in perovskite-based
cells, are enabling higher efficiency rates while potentially reducing manufacturing costs compared to traditional
silicon-based solar technologies.

Perovskite solar cells represent a revolutionary advancement in photovoltaic technology, offering exceptional
light-harvesting capabilities through their unique crystalline structure. These cells have demonstrated remarkable
progress in efficiency, with laboratory prototypes achieving over 26% conversion rates—comparable to traditional silicon
cells but with significantly lower production costs andmaterial requirements. The versatility of perovskite materials
allows for application as thin films that can be deposited on flexible substrates, enabling integration into building
facades, windows, and even wearable electronics.

5 ©Hiswai 2025



Chapter 1

Government initiatives worldwide are accelerating market growth through strategic investments and policy
frameworks. Japan has committed USD 1.5 billion to commercialize ultra-thin, flexible perovskite solar cells, targeting
installation capacity equivalent to 20 nuclear power plants by 2040. Similarly, India’s localization policies aim to achieve
500GWof non-fossil fuel capacity by 2030, promoting domestic manufacturing of solar technologies including
perovskite cells. The European Union’s REPowerEU plan and solar rooftopmandates further underscore the global
commitment to transitioning toward sustainable energy solutions.

Despite their promise, perovskite solar cells face significant commercialization challenges, primarily related to stability
and durability. Recent breakthroughs by researchers at East China University of Science and Technology have
addressed this critical issue through the development of graphene-polymer reinforcement techniques that significantly
enhance the structural integrity of perovskite materials. Their innovative approach has yielded cells that maintain 97%
efficiency after 3,670 hours of operation under standard illumination and high temperature conditions, representing a
major advancement toward commercial viability.

Themarket landscape is witnessing increasing competition among key players including Oxford PV, Saule Technologies,
andMicroquanta Semiconductor. Chinese manufacturers havemade substantial progress, with companies like
Microquanta shipping 50MWof silicon-perovskite tandemmodules achieving 25.4% efficiency. Meanwhile, LONGi has
announced the production of silicon-perovskite cells with 34.6% efficiency, approaching the theoretical maximum of
43%. This competitive environment is driving rapid innovation and accelerating the path to commercialization.

Beyond traditional applications, spray-on solar cells represent an emerging segment within the market, projected to
grow from USD 1.5 billion in 2024 to USD 7.1 billion by 2034 at a CAGR of 16.9%. These cells utilize perovskite or organic
photovoltaic materials that can be sprayed onto various surfaces, creating new possibilities for energy harvesting in
unconventional areas. The technology’s lightweight and flexible nature makes it particularly suitable for integration into
consumer electronics, automotive applications, and building materials.

The integration of perovskite cells with existing silicon technology to create tandem structures represents another
promising development path. These hybrid systems leverage the complementary absorption spectra of both materials,
with perovskites capturing high-energy blue light while silicon absorbs low-energy red light. This synergistic approach
has enabled efficiency rates exceeding 30%, substantially higher than either technology alone, potentially
revolutionizing the economics of solar energy production.

Environmental sustainability considerations are increasingly influencing market dynamics, with recent research from
Cornell University and Linköping University introducing scalable, aqueous-basedmethods for recycling perovskite solar
cells. This environmentally friendly approachminimizes end-of-life waste while maintaining performance, addressing
concerns about the toxicity and resource depletion associated with perovskite materials. Such innovations are critical
for ensuring the long-term sustainability of the technology as deployment scales.

Regional market analysis reveals North America as the current dominant player with a 41.3%market share valued at
USD 0.6 billion, driven by strong innovation ecosystems and substantial government investments. Europe follows closely
behind, propelled by stringent environmental regulations and aggressive renewable energy targets. The Asia-Pacific
region is experiencing robust growth, particularly in China and India, where expandingmanufacturing capabilities and
favorable policy environments are accelerating market development.

As the industry continues to evolve, strategic partnerships between research institutions and commercial entities are
emerging as a key success factor. The collaboration between the French Alternative Energies and Atomic Energy
Commission and Canadian startupWattByWatt exemplifies this trend, focusing on developing manufacturing processes
for perovskite-silicon tandem cells that have achieved 28% efficiency in initial testing. Such partnerships are essential for
bridging the gap between laboratory innovations and commercial-scale production.

CurrentMarket Valuation andGrowth Projections

The global transparent solar cells market is valued at USD 17.1 billion in 2024 and is projected to reach USD 106.8 billion
by 2034, representing a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 20.1%. North America currently holds the dominant
position with a 44.7%market share, accounting for USD 4.0 billion in revenue. This growth trajectory is supported by
substantial government investments in renewable energy technologies, with Japan committing USD 1.5 billion in
subsidies to commercialize ultra-thin, flexible perovskite solar cells with a target installation capacity equivalent to 20
nuclear power plants by 2040. India has implemented policies aimed at achieving 500GWof non-fossil fuel capacity by
2030, including localization requirements for solar cell manufacturing, while the European Union has introduced
initiatives under REPowerEU and solar rooftopmandates to accelerate adoption.
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Key Performance Indicators

Perovskite solar cells are demonstrating remarkable performance improvements, with recent research achieving power
conversion efficiencies (PCE) of 26.7% in laboratory settings and certified at 26.4% by independent calibration
laboratories over a 1-cm² active area. These values surpass all certified PCEs recorded to date in centimeter-scale
single-junction perovskite solar cells. Stability metrics are also improving significantly, with some perovskite solar cells
maintaining ~26% power conversion efficiencies with only ~2% degradation after 2,100 hours of continuous operation
under standard illumination at 65°C. For larger applications, minimodules (four subcells, 6 centimeters square) have
achieved PCE of ~23% with less than 9% degradation after 2,200 hours of operation at 55°C. These advancements in
both efficiency and durability are closing the performance gap with traditional silicon-based technologies while offering
additional benefits in weight, flexibility, andmanufacturing cost.

Technology Landscape and Innovation Trends
The solar energy sector is experiencing rapid technological evolution, with significant advancements in efficiency,
durability, and application versatility. Innovations in photovoltaic cell technologies are reshaping the market landscape,
with perovskite solar cells emerging as a particularly promising frontier. These developments are complemented by
novel manufacturing techniques and integration approaches that are expanding deployment possibilities while driving
down costs. The convergence of these technological trends is accelerating the transition toward renewable energy
adoption across residential, commercial, and industrial sectors.

Perovskite solar cells represent one of the most exciting breakthroughs in photovoltaic technology, with research teams
achieving remarkable efficiency gains in laboratory settings. Recent developments from institutions like East China
University of Science and Technology have addressed the critical stability challenges that previously limited commercial
viability. Their innovative approach using graphene-polymer reinforcement has extended operational stability to over
3,670 hours under intense light and high temperatures, maintaining 97% efficiency throughout this period. This
represents a significant step toward practical applications, as durability has been the primary barrier to widespread
adoption despite perovskite’s superior efficiency and lower production costs.

The industry is witnessing the emergence of tandem cell architectures that combine traditional silicon with perovskite
layers to achieve unprecedented efficiency levels. These silicon-perovskite tandems have demonstrated conversion
efficiencies exceeding 30%, with Chinese manufacturer LONGi announcing a record-breaking 34.6% efficiency in
mid-2024. The theoretical maximum for these configurations approaches 43%, suggesting substantial room for further
improvement. This development path is particularly significant as conventional silicon cells approach their practical
efficiency limits, necessitating new approaches to continue the downward trajectory of solar energy costs.

Beyond efficiency improvements, novel form factors are expanding solar technology applications. Spray-on solar cells,
which can be applied to various surfaces including glass, metal, and even fabrics, are gaining traction with projected
market growth from $1.5 billion in 2024 to $7.1 billion by 2034. Similarly, transparent solar cells are opening new
integration possibilities for building windows and automotive applications, with market forecasts indicating growth to
$106.8 million by 2034. These innovations enable solar energy harvesting in previously unsuitable locations, significantly
expanding the total addressable market.

Manufacturing innovations are simultaneously driving production costs down while improving environmental
sustainability. Water-based recycling methods for perovskite solar cells, developed by researchers at Cornell University
and Linköping University, demonstrate the potential for circular economy approaches in solar manufacturing. This
technique reduces resource depletion by 96.6% compared to conventional disposal methods and decreases the levelized
cost of electricity by approximately 20%, addressing both economic and environmental concerns that have historically
challenged the industry.

The global competitive landscape is evolving rapidly, with China maintaining leadership in traditional silicon solar
manufacturing while new entrants focus on emerging technologies. The United States is strategically investing in
domestic production capabilities, exemplified by partnerships like that between ES Foundry and Bila Solar to supply 300
MWof U.S.-made solar cells. Meanwhile, countries like Japan are positioning themselves at the forefront of perovskite
commercialization, with Sekisui Solar Film receiving substantial government subsidies to establish production facilities
targeting an output equivalent to 20 nuclear power plants by 2040.

These technological advancements are collectively transforming the economics of solar energy deployment.
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Thereduction in costs, coupled with improved efficiency and application versatility, is accelerating adoption rates across
various sectors. For businesses and investors, this evolution presents both opportunities and challenges, as established
technologies face disruption while newmarkets emerge. Organizations that can effectively navigate this rapidly
changing landscape will be well-positioned to capitalize on the ongoing energy transition, which increasingly favors
distributed, renewable generation sources over centralized fossil fuel alternatives.

EfficiencyMilestones

The solar industry has achieved remarkable efficiency breakthroughs, with perovskite-based technologies leading the
charge. Recent research from institutions like the National University of Singapore has demonstrated
perovskite-organic tandem solar cells achieving power conversion efficiencies (PCEs) of 26.7%, certified at 26.4% over a
1-cm² active area. This surpasses all previously certified PCEs in centimeter-scale single-junction perovskite cells.
Similarly, researchers at KAUST have developed perovskite solar cells using synthetic molecules that deliver 26%
efficiency with minimal degradation after 2,100 hours of operation at elevated temperatures. These advancements are
complemented by innovations in silicon-perovskite tandem cells, where companies like LONGi have achieved efficiencies
of 34.6%, approaching the theoretical maximum of 43% - representing a quantum leap from the 17% efficiency standard
of a decade ago.

Emerging Technologies

Beyond efficiency improvements, novel solar technologies are expanding application possibilities across diverse
environments. Spray-on solar cells, projected to grow at a CAGR of 16.9% to reach $7.1 billion by 2034, offer
unprecedented integration flexibility for building materials, vehicles, and consumer electronics. Transparent solar cells,
valued at $17.1 billion in 2024 and expected to reach $106.8 billion by 2034, are revolutionizing building-integrated
photovoltaics by enabling windows and facades to generate electricity without compromising aesthetics. Additionally,
researchers at Northwestern University have developed protective coatings using amidinium that significantly extend
perovskite cell lifespans, maintaining 90% efficiency after 1,100 hours under harsh conditions. These innovations are
complemented by bio-inspired multiscale design strategies from Hong Kong University of Science and Technology that
enhance resilience and adaptability, addressing key commercialization barriers for next-generation solar technologies.

Strategic Implications for Stakeholders
The rapid advancement of perovskite solar cell technology presents significant strategic implications for various
stakeholders across the renewable energy landscape. With efficiency rates now exceeding 26% in laboratory settings
andmanufacturing processes becoming increasingly viable at scale, investors, manufacturers, and policymakers must
carefully evaluate their positioning within this evolving market. The transition from research to commercialization is
accelerating, driven by government initiatives worldwide and growing demand for sustainable energy solutions that can
be integrated into diverse applications beyond traditional solar installations.

The remarkable trajectory of perovskite technology has been particularly noteworthy, with efficiency improvements
outpacing traditional silicon solar cells over a much shorter development timeline. Recent breakthroughs from research
institutions like KAUST have demonstrated perovskite cells with 26% power conversion efficiencies andminimal
degradation after thousands of hours of operation at elevated temperatures. This rapid progress has attracted
substantial investment capital, with venture funding for perovskite startups increasing by over 300% in the past three
years as the technology approaches commercial viability.

For manufacturers, perovskite solar cells represent both opportunity and disruption. The technology’s compatibility with
low-cost, solution-basedmanufacturing processes could dramatically reduce production costs compared to
conventional silicon photovoltaics. Companies like Oxford PV andMicroquanta Semiconductor are pioneering
commercial-scale production facilities, while established solar manufacturers are strategically acquiring perovskite
intellectual property or forming joint ventures tomaintain competitive positioning. The potential for lightweight, flexible,
and semi-transparent perovskite modules opens entirely newmarket segments beyond the reach of traditional solar
panels.

Government support has emerged as a critical accelerator for perovskite commercialization. Japan’s commitment of
approximately $1.5 billion to commercialize ultra-thin perovskite solar cells reflects the strategic importance nations are
placing on this technology. Similarly, initiatives in the European Union through REPowerEU and India’s localization
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policies for solar manufacturing demonstrate how perovskite technology is being integrated into broader energy
security and industrial development strategies.

Despite promising advances, significant challenges remain before widespread adoption becomes reality. Stability issues
under real-world conditions continue to be the primary barrier, though recent innovations in encapsulation andmaterial
composition have shown promising results. The incorporation of graphene-polymer protective layers has demonstrated
remarkable improvements in durability, with some cells maintaining 97% efficiency after over 3,600 hours of operation
under intense light and high temperatures.

The environmental implications of perovskite technology also require careful consideration. While perovskites offer
potential lifecycle carbon footprint advantages over silicon, concerns regarding lead content and end-of-life recycling
must be addressed. Recent research from Cornell University and Linköping University has demonstrated
aqueous-based recycling methods that can recover key materials from degraded perovskite cells, reducing resource
depletion by 96.6% compared to landfilling options.

For investors, the perovskite solar market represents a complex risk-reward calculation. The technology’s disruptive
potential is substantial, with market projections suggesting growth from approximately $95million in 2022 to over $2.4
billion by 2032. However, the path to profitability remains uncertain, with technical hurdles and established competition
from increasingly efficient silicon technologies. Strategic investments in companies addressing specific challenges—such
as stability enhancement, manufacturing scalability, or specialized applications like building-integrated
photovoltaics—may offer more targeted exposure to the sector’s growth.

The integration of perovskite cells with existing silicon technology in tandem configurations represents perhaps the most
promising near-term commercial pathway. These hybrid approaches leverage the strengths of both technologies while
mitigating some of perovskite’s stability concerns. Companies like LONGi have demonstrated silicon-perovskite tandem
cells with efficiencies reaching 34.6%, approaching the theoretical maximum of 43% and significantly outperforming
single-junction technologies.

As commercialization accelerates, industry standards and regulatory frameworks will need to evolve to accommodate
perovskite technology’s unique characteristics. Certification bodies are developing specialized testing protocols to
evaluate long-term reliability, while policymakersmust consider how incentive structures designed for conventional solar
technologies should apply to these emerging alternatives. The development of appropriate standards will be crucial in
building market confidence and enabling fair competition between established and emerging solar technologies.

Investment Priorities

Strategic investment in perovskite solar technology requires careful consideration of the technology’s current
development stage and future potential. Priority areas include manufacturing scalability solutions that address the
transition from laboratory success to mass production, with particular focus on companies developing roll-to-roll
production techniques that could dramatically reduce costs. Investors should also prioritize companies working on
stability enhancements, as recent breakthroughs like graphene-polymer reinforcement layers have demonstrated the
potential to extend operational lifetimes frommeremonths to several years. Additionally, investment in complementary
technologies such as advanced encapsulation methods shows promise, with recent studies demonstrating that
high-quality barrier films with low water vapor transmission rates can preserve up to 84% efficiency after 2,000 hours in
extreme conditions, addressing one of the key commercialization barriers.

Competitive Positioning

Companies seeking competitive advantage in the perovskite solar market must strategically position themselves along
specific segments of the value chain. Established solar manufacturers should consider developing hybrid
silicon-perovskite tandem cells as an evolutionary approach, with companies like LONGi already achieving 34.6%
efficiency in laboratory settings. For new entrants, specialization in niche applications represents a viable strategy,
particularly in building-integrated photovoltaics (BIPV) where perovskite’s flexibility, transparency options, and
lightweight properties offer distinct advantages over traditional silicon. Regional competitive dynamics are also shifting,
with Japan’s strategic investment of $1.5 billion in perovskite commercialization aimed at challenging China’s dominance
in solar manufacturing. Companies that successfully integrate perovskite technology with complementary innovations
like spray-on application methods or transparent cell designs will likely capture premiummarket positions as the
technology matures beyond its current early commercialization phase.
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